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English

Our Speech Therapist and English teachers co-designed Speaking Enhancement
Lessons with an aim to improve students’ language skills ever since 2015-2016. The
lessons were delivered at the school hall. The pilot level was J.3. In 2016-2017, J.5 classes
were also included and so as J.6 in 2017-2018. Ever since 2018-2019, J.1, J.2 and J.4 were
also included and thus all levels were done. Picture stories were extracted from the Writing
Package for inducting and also as the writing prompts for J.3, 4 and 5 whereas for J.1, J.2
and J.6, comics and posters are used as the teaching materials. English class teachers

worked with the students on the vocabulary lists before the speaking lessons implemented.

With the supportive speaking and writing environment created, the speech therapist
guided and modeled the students to explore the setting of the story, the major characters,
the problems emerged and the solutions. Students used those story elements to predict the
development of the story, made inferences and created sensible endings.
Thought-provoking questions were explicitly presented through a gradual process to induce
students’ high order thinking skills. Students acquired specific strategies such as picking
ideas and organising sentences. They were guided to collaborate in pairs to apply the

strategies simultaneously after they were familiar with the contents of stories.

After the Speaking Enhancement Lesson, students finished their writing tasks
individually in the composition lessons with the help of linguistic knowledge like referring
to cohesive devices. They also designed dialogues, added useful expressions and created
endings with the learnt language structures and ideas. After the implementation, students
shared their ideas verbally in class as a consolidation where individual feedback was

received.

Students were benefited from the enrichment lessons and lots of promising work was
shown. The scheme will be sustained and refined in 2019-2020. It is hoped to help students
integrate the language skills and learn effectively as speaking is a crucial part of the
language learning process. The ability to speak a language is the product of language
learning which includes the knowledge of vocabulary and grammar which are interwoven

in speaking and writing.
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